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“Paper” Preservation

An interesting aspect of the museum is the preservation of paper artifacts from the railroads.
Oftentimes when we get donations, we are surprised to find treasures that relate to the
Panhandle railroads. Below is a page from a 1927 Fort Worth and Denver City conductor’s
wheel report made by William Peake. The railroad reporting mark and car number was entered
for each carin
the train.
These books
: are gold for

S e v i therailroad
3| STATIoNS 7@ e | B e historian.

P Lgkﬁ . i = || Although
trains on the
FtW&DC
between
Amarillo and
Texline/Sixela
(where the
FtW&DC
connected to
the Colorado
and Southern)
fall outside
our layout
timeframe, as
a museum it is
important that
these artifacts
are preserved
and made
available to
the public.
Inset.
Conductor
Peake used
caboose 96.

b

||
|




THE AMARILLO RAILROAD MUSEUM, 1990-2023

This is a timebook filled out by Bill
Stephens in 1961. Bill started off as a

| fireman with the Santa Fe, and by 1961
was an engineer, He worked on steam
locomotives during the Santa Fe’s brief
stint using steam locomotives in the
Amarillo area in the early 1950s. On this
page Bill recorded being assigned to the
“Pantex SWT” for about five hours on
May 22™ and the “Etter SWT” on May
27™. The Etter turn took almost 13

hours.
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It is a treasure to have Bill’s 1950-51 timebook. Steam had an “Indian Summer” on the Santa Fe, and Bill
was right in the middle of it. It takes a bit of fine tuning to get used to a person’s handwriting, but once
adjusted, the information is very readable. Bill had nice, concise handwriting which makes
interpretation easier. But there is an even better way than scanning to preserve the information.
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Thanks to the easy access to data processing on computers, programs such as Microsoft’s Excel can be used
to store and sort data. Below are the data for the locomotives Bill rode in 1950-51; and the number of
times he rode them. Note that Bill fired the Madam Queen (Santa Fe 5000) fourteen times!

Santa Fe Plains Division Locomotive Assignments in 1950-51 from W. B. Stephens' Time Book.

Locomotive Model Freq.| Locomotive | Model| Freq.| Locomotive | Model| Freq.] Locomotive | Model | Freq.
109|FTA 3 2905(4-84 2 3839(2-10-2 1 5022(2-10-4 6
134|FTA 2 2906[4-8-4 1 3849(2-10-2 1 5023(2-10-4 7
150|FTA 1 2907[4-8-4 1 3877(2-10-2 2 5024(2-10-4 2
165|FTA 1 2908(4-8-4 1 3888(2-10-2 2 5025[2-10-4 5
172|FTA 1 2909(4-8-4 1 3895(2-10-2 1 5026(2-10-4 7
268[F7A 1 2911(4-8-4 1 3912(2-10-2 2 5027(2-10-4 7
312[{F7A 1 2912(4-8-4 2 4023[2-8-2 1 5028(2-10-4 6
976(2-10-2 2 2915(4-8-4 1 4067[2-8-2 1 5029(2-10-4 5
977(2-10-2 2 2917(4-8-4 2 4072[2-8-2 1 5030({2-10-4 6
983[2-10-2 3 2919(4-8-4 1 4090(2-8-2 1 5031/2-10-4 6

1001[2-6-2 1 2921(4-84 2 4109(2-84 1 5032/2-10-4 3
1006(2-6-2 1 2923/4-8-4 1 5000({2-10-4] 14 5033[2-10-4] 10
1067(2-6-2 4 292414-8-4 1 5001]2-10-4 6 5034[2-10-4 6
1133[2-6-2 2 292714-8-4 2 5002[2-10-4] 13 5035[2-10-4 8
1630[2-10-2 3 2950(4-8-4 1 5003[2-10-4 6
1670[2-10-2 2 2979(4-8-4 1 5004[2-10-4] 10
1690[2-10-2 2 3016[2-10-2 1 5005[2-10-4| 12
1806[2-6-2 2 3208[2-8-2 1 5006(2-10-4 4
1817[2-6-2 1 3226(2-8-2 1 5008[2-10-4] 10
1871[2-6-2 2 3411[4-6-2 1 5009(2-10-4 8
1886(2-6-2 1 3432[4-6-2 2 5010[2-10-4 1
2021(GP7 1 3446[4-6-2 1 5010[2-10-4] 11
2269(DS4-4-1000 1 3464|4-6-4 1 5011[2-10-4 4
2361[S2 2 3761/4-8-4 2 5012[2-10-4 5
2767|GP7 1 3762|4-8-4 1 5013[2-10-4 5
2807|GP7 1 3765/4-8-4 2 5014[2-10-4 6
2808|GP7 1 3773|4-8-4 1 5015[2-10-4 6
2809|GP7 1 3776|4-8-4 1 5016[2-10-4 4
2900[4-8-4 1 3778|4-8-4 1 5017|2-10-4 4
2901/4-8-4 1 3779/4-8-4 1 5018[2-10-4 5
2902/4-8-4 4 3781/4-8-4 1 5019[2-10-4 5
2903|4-8-4 2 3783|4-8-4 1 5020/ 2-10-4 2
2904/4-8-4 2 3809/2-10-2 1 5021]2-10-4] 13

134-109 paired on a run from Amarillo to Borger and return on 4/24/51

109-164 paired on a turn out of Amarillo and return on 3/18/51

2807-2808-2809 combined on a run from Canadian to Amarillo on 6/14/51

Unknown if the runs with FTA's are multiple units or not

The single entry for 109 could be 109LABC

The single entry for 150 could be 150LABC

The single entry for 172 could be 172LABC
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One last example of the
history a timebook provides.
d  Starting on June 24th, Bill
left Amarillo on ALCO RSD5
2112, went north to Etter
then took an unusual run
over what was the Rock
Island to make a pickup at
Spearman. He stayed in
Sherlock after being on the
road for over 15 hours. He
then deadheaded by car to
Shattuck, OK. He returned
to Amarillo on June 26th.
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Above and below are images of locomotives Bill worked on as a fireman for the Santa Fe. An exciting
aspect of working with historical information is being able to put images, paper records, and first-person
accounts into a preserved story to be enjoy for a very long time.
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Chicago, Rock Island & Gulf Railway | |
| Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway

THIRD DISTRICT /

AMARIT.LO DINVISIOINT

TIME TABLE NO. 16

TAKING EFFECT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3rd, 1912, AT 12:01 A. M.

CENTRAL TIME

SUPERSEDING TIME TABLE No. 15.

{ NOTE IMPORTANT CHARGES IN TIME TABLE RULES.

For the exclusive guidance of Employes; not for the information of the public.
The Company reserves the right to vary from it at pleasure.

C. W. JONES, T. H. BEACOM, A. E. WALKER,
VICE-PRES. AND GENERAL MANAGER ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER C. R. I. & P. RY. SUPERINTENDENT

)
‘»; : Texas Printing Company, Fort Worth.

Timebooks and wheel reports s WINTER 1964
are rare. More common, but :
still useful are employee and

public timetables. Lots of e : A ; I ROCK‘
| | | Island

0 January 19, 1964

information and no
handwriting to be
deciphered.

Scanning is the preferred way
to store data. We save the
originals paper copies and
scan the items to searchable
PDF files. You can hold the
actual timetable in your
hands or put a computer to
work and search quickly for
specific data. Using digitized
copies of paper items
preserves them from further
wear and tear.

ROCK ISLAND ROCKETS
Comfort, Speed and Safety
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HAMIC, Asst. Chief Dispatcher...... Amarillo, Texas.
TRAIN DISPATCHERS_AMARILLO, TEXAS. .

. H. MARSH. 0. F. CARDER. RANT. Ra| way 0

A. COX. M.J TRARFAS. B, L FARMER,

.F.SPARKS. L W.HELLMAN. B. M. WHEELER.

C. M. FORD. W. N. PIERC @G. F. McGUIRE. . .
B, W. STEWART. W, H. MORGAN. T Panhandle and Santa Fe Railway Co.

_ £ Lmsmm&m}; i Chl;:;.Diapat.cher. T The Atnhisnn, Topeka a"d Santa Fe

R T A e WESTERN LINES
Southern District

Mgs. SENA A. FreEp W, HINDS
NORTHUP.......... Woodwnrd BRYANT MAmm:.

gl Do € i PLAINS DIVISION

SURGEONS OF
THE A.T.&S.F. HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

DR. GEORGE S. HOPKINS, Chief Surgeon........ovvvvuvens Topeka.

LOCAL SURGEONS
Dr. R. D. GIsT.... ) illo. o-
Dr. A. E. WINSETT i
Dr. D. H. LovING. .
Dr. W. H. WHEIR. .
DR. R. KEYS........

Dr. E. M. WINSETT. .

Dr. 8. K. BROYLES. . .
Ba. ? '(I; lé,qu ..................... Amarillo.
R. B e e AP Yol 3 A f b Amarillo.
DR Y, O HALLIORD. . s v i ivsnisnasensinioniinsssnin Boise City.
W ML STRBHBNE: ooai i 85 as v ini s asid d5ivisvins Borger.
e e Borger.
VR o A R S e B A s Borger.
%./E. T e e B L o O Canadian.
R. RUSH SNYDER. .. Canadian.
Dr. E. H. MORRIS. . .. Canadian.
DR. R. A. NEBLETT. Canyon
DR. C. R. NESTER. . Canyon
Dr. V. S. JoHNSON Clovis.
DR. L. H. THOMAS. .. Clovis.
DR. JOEL ZIEGLER.......... .. Clovis,
B:. %‘m?{nﬁsﬁu MALD R s <o s sias s ah o %ovis. E
Ko P A PN | y eyenne. CT
DR G BROWN s .. . . . s hes o kieminin Dumas. INEFE:
DR, 0. 7. RICHARDEGNERESAR, .o\ o ovnasnenanvsnsin Dumas.
g& ll;.' 1lé- BEREN AR ¢ e 0. s s airie wiain o:4 nraiali Friona.
R o, i Slmday, Fehruary 20, 1955
Ly B R P ) T s e O o0 (o S e o ol Higgins.
Dr. T. B. +«++ Mooreland.
2 . Miami.

.. Pampa. At12:01 A. M.
§"“h“"1‘ Central Standard Time

.. Shattuck. This Time Table is for the exclusive use and guidance
........ Shattuck. of Employes.

A A TR T e, Spearman.
........................... Stratford.

R R O Woodward. G. R. BUCHANAN, E. P. DUDLEY,
. F. .YFLAc:R. .................................. Woodward. Vice-President and Asst. General Manager,
EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT SPECIALISTS * General Manager, Amarillo, Texas.
ATL ! :
DR. A.J. STREIT........... OCALPOIN TB ......... . Amarillo, Amarillo, Texas.
PNe. G, R. CHASE... ««+« Amarillo.
! W. J. CAMPBELL. . « « Amarillo. T. J. ANDERSON

1. E. GREER SO
Epwagrp D, MoKAy. ... .Amarillo. Superintendent,
L BB oo e voiem fh s o Nty S .. Clovis. Amarillo, Texas.

DE M. O TNOGRND: e o it RO .. ‘Woodward. Hall 1 55 6500 8631

An employee timetable, near to the timeframe the museum model railroad layout replicates, provides
information on operations on the railroad.
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And it never ends! The
only hurdle is the time it
takes to scan the
originals, properly store
them, and sort the data.

At right are two car
inspectors reports for
Rock Island passenger
trains 21 and 22 on
November 3", 1963. The
trains consists and
various notes. Both
trains had delays due to
loading or unloading
mail.
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. ol
4342 =

' state, when damage is due to any Rule 32 condition. Make
for cars damaged in yards, M,MMI[H%‘-IMTHE all pertinent data
cut, sending one copy of report, each, to Auditor Dis
ocal Yard Foreman to whom cars ]
P 64 for major

@
Shic Yardma
fetain one copy for file.

Here is a diagram for additions to the
roundhouse at Amarillo approved August 6%,
1919. It looks like the drawing is related to
adding 10, 120’ additional locomotive stalls. Six
on one side and four on the other.
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The section started
off with a page
from William
Peake’s wheel
report made in
| 1927. This simple
order from 1928 is
what Mr. Peake
would receive enroute
from Amarillo to
Texline.

b,
Bavillo:  May h) 4951

Three decades later Mr.
Peake got into trouble

| for not picking up a

}i ' clearance form and two

= P orders at Estelline in
Pt or your ‘esponsibiliti "1n Dassinc

e e Lo P eake
Conduc tor
—Imany i 1lo

Hstelline at 105 AM, April 21, 1951 on Bxtra 15— [AGUKUEEEFFEUCRIEE
North, without picking up Clsarance!Form A and fired.
Ypain Orders Nos, 157 and 158 that were on hand at
that station, addressed to your train, you are, tals
datey~being dismissed from the serwice of this Com-.
_an,,r. Rules 221, 998, 1005 and 13,45“”91’8 violated
/] JOUe

S

Plaase turn in your Cohpan equipment
to this of fice. g

; % o He soon
o i s .,5 ;i ’, A e gt - hired out as
: 1‘24& BCT 11 195; < gh e R 5 a Rock
LOCAL 2644 wesT % k| Island
“'!' ' | brakeman

| OH TRAIN AND ENG CREW BEACH SAYRE ON 112 LA CALL LocaL | I late 1951

WEST oM ARRIVAL
SAYRE ON 2544‘&4@32'?&“3 ‘%,,m ﬁ:me CAB ARRAIVING | brakeman.

AMAIRLLO D ONE CAB TO SAYRE 994 TONIGHT LJA USE THIS CREB Atleftis an
T S 5. 10 _SAYRE 4 ON IGH example of
; i i : : : | atrain
~ VHR 1057AM ; : order he
2 ' | received.
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In 1952 Mr. Peake resigned from the Rock Island and was reinstated by the Fort Worth and Denver
(Burlington) about 14 months after being dismissed.
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But it seems Mr. Peake got into trouble frequently. By the mid-1960s we know from more of his wheel
reports he was a passenger train conductor, and then a freight conductor by 1971. In late October 1971
he had to reply to a letter from his boss about delays to his train.

The “Brass” was not impressed!

Amarillo: October 30, 1971

W, L, Peake = Conductor - Amarillo

Arrange to appear in my office to discuss your impertinate
response to my letter of October 23, 1971.

%x/;gl‘é/gf@x“

Putting together life experiences, what railroaders experienced, is integral to railroad history. Although
good images are very important, “people” stories give an aspect that cannot be overlooked.
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Eacdonnes

The Official Magazine of the Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society

The Fast Mail Express

History * Operations * Equipment * Modeling

Turning to a different aspect of paper preservation,
historical societies are good repositories of railroad
information. Depending on the society, their
publications can be pretty sparse or full of
information. The Warbonnet, published quarterly
by the Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modeling
Society, and the Burlington Bulletin, published
yearly and the Zephyr newsletter published monthly
by the Burlington Route Historical Society, are
examples of the latter. We have several of these
publications in our library and continue to add more
as time goes by. As with our digitization efforts,
many historical societies offer their back issue in
digital format. Since the Santa Fe, Burlington, and
Rock Island were Amarillo railroads, we concentrate
our efforts on these three lines.

F
Post World War Two Ope:ratmns at
Congress Park, Illinois

BRHS MARKS 201+ ANNIVERSARY

The Burlington Boys - 1939

The Bulington Beys

JANUARY 1909

Burlington Histarical Society — 1967

Burlington Modelers Association - 1972
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Rock Island Railroad societies have a mixed history. The Rock Island Technical Society is defunct.
Thankfully, the University of Oklahoma is the depositary for the societies manuscripts.

https://lib.ou.edu/content/rock-island-technical-society-manuscript-collection

There are also independently-published Rock Island materials that can be preserved.
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